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Figure 2.1  n  Timeline of Crime Reporting, 1790–Present

entire nation. The purpose of the UCR Program has always been to serve the needs of law 
enforcement agencies.

The UCR Program gathers information on a broad range of personal and property crimi-
nal offenses. These crimes may occur to a person of any age as well as to businesses (e.g., bur-
glary of a business). Historically, UCR crimes were partitioned into Part I and Part II crimes. 
Part I crimes included the most serious and regularly occurring crimes. Part II crimes included 
less serious and less regularly occurring crimes (Table 2.1).

The traditional UCR Program (in more recent years referred to as the Summary 
Reporting System [SRS]) primarily offered counts of each type of crime (see Form 2.1). In 
general, the UCR was not designed to gather information on characteristics of the crime vic-
tims or offenders, though some exceptions existed. SRS data, for example, included whether 
a rape was completed or attempted, whether a burglary involved forcible entry, type of 
motor vehicle stolen, and whether a robbery involved a weapon. While this information 
was valuable, the lack of additional detail for all SRS crimes limited understanding about 
crime. For example, one could not determine the victim-offender relationship in an assault, 
whether a weapon had been used during a rape, or a myriad of other characteristics of the 
event, victim, or offender. The context of time is important in order to understand the SRS. 
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1790
Department of Justice (DOJ) created 
and in part charged with measuring 
crime in the United States. No action 
was made toward fulfilling its charge of 
measuring crime until decades later.

1850
Earliest documented 
call for a uniform crime 
reporting system.

1927
Following many years of discussions, the 

International Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP) convened the Committee on Uniform 
Crime Records. This committee was charged 

with designing a system to gather uniformly 
defined crime data across the nation with the 

goal of collecting reliable crime statistics.

1929−1930
 The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 

program was approved in 1929 and 
launched in 1930. At this time, the 

effort was managed by the IACP and 
gathered information on seven stan-

dardized offense definitions.

1930−1935
At the request of the IACP, the Bureau of 

Investigation (the precursor to the FBI) 
assumed responsibility for the UCR. Its 
role was to collect, publish, and archive 

uniform crime data for the nation.

1871
National Police Convention 

held in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Social scientists and police 
officials call for the need to 

create a crime statistics pro-
gram in the United States.

Part I and Part II crimes: 
Designation of crime types 
under the UCR’s Summary 
Reporting System. Part 
I includes common and 
serious crimes, while 
Part II crimes are less 
common and less serious. 

Summary Reporting 
System: The original 
aggregated crime data 
collected under the FBI’s 
Uniform Reporting System.




